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From the
Editor
THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE?

In a recent Sunday newspaper I read an article
about the privatisation ofBritish Rail. The author
argued that BR freight services currently get a
hidden subsidybytheir operating division being
charged considerablyless for use of the track than
are the passenger service operating divisions.
With the Government's proposed newarrange-
ments, the argument went, all would be charged
the same, thus making freight services much less
economical and driving more and more freight
off the railways and ontothe roads.

I don't know enough about railways to know
whether the writer's claimedfacts were right or
wrong, but it made me think. If the theoryis
true, why should it be assumed that the only
alternative to rail transport is the already-
overloaded road system?

Veryfewpeople nowthink there is anyfuture
in genuine commercial carrying on the narrow
waterways of most of the UK except for some
special cases like the River Soar gravel run, which,
I read, is restarting any time now. Incidentallyfor
purposes of this argument I use the term ‘narrow’
less tightly than usual: even the GU is a narrow
canal when one comes to look at the prospects
for commercial carrying. But there are parts of the
country where there are waterways which are
capable of carrying genuine commercial traffic.

Some of them, mainly in the North East,
already do so, but have the potential for
much more. The Sheffield and South Yorkshire
Navigation was modernised too late to develop its
potential before the last depression (or was it the
one-before-last?). Might a decrease in the
competitive nature of rail transport prove its
salvation after all?

The Severn is sitting there crying out for more
trade. And what about the Thames? Think of it as
the Felixstowe, Tilbury and West London Naviga-
tion and you begin to see its freight potential.

I've also seen a lot of articles in the Press
recently pointing out howregional the present
water shortage is, and the need for a national grid
for moving water around. I've also read about
BW's suggestion that the canal system could be
up-graded to form an integral part of such a
system. Putting this alongside the argument
about rail freight, my mind turns to J F Pownall's
1942 proposal for a Grand Contour Canal circling
the countryon the 310ft contour, large enough to
take coastal vessels and linked to major estuaries
byverticallifts.

[ つ

None ofthis, of course. was mentioned in the
Sunday paper article that started my musing
Clearly the journalist had no thought but that
freight that comes off the rail can only go on
the roads. To him or her, there was no other
alternative. This is a measure of just howbig a job
we in IWA and similar bodies havestill to do in
creating public awareness of the potential of the
waterways. I've often seen the ISG's excellent
travelling display, which contains some hard-
hitting facts about the advantages of water
transport. Perhaps the rest of us should make
this aspect more central to our thoughts about
the waterways.

After all, profit from a thriving waterborne
carrying industry would be a much more
acceptable source of revenue for BWthan some
of the deals with waterside developers which
are becoming more commonandleading many
of us to feel that BWis trving to exploit a viewof
the cut rather than a viewfromit.
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In a recent Sunday newspaper I read an article
about the privatisation of British Rail. The author
argued that BR freight services currentl,v get a
hidden subsidy by their operating di\.ision being
charged considerabll'less for use ofthe track than
are the passenger service operating divisions.
'With the Government's proposed nel,- arrange-
ments, the argument stnt, all would be charged
thc same, thus making freight services much less
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overloaded road system?
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in genuine commercial carrying on the narrow
waters'a_vs of most of the UK except for some
special cases like the Rrver Soar gravel run, which,
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capable of carrying genuine commercial traffic.

Some of them, mainl,v in the North East,
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much more. The Sheffield and South Yorkshire
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potential before the last depression (or was it the
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trade. And what about the Thames? Think of it as
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From the
Region Chairman:
David Allison-Beer

‘There are no restoration projects in the South
East'1 was told last vear. For once 1 decided not
to disillusion the person. They probably didn't
realise I was the Region Chairman and a member
of IWA's Restoration Committee. Although there
have been restoration projects in our region for
some years, until the past year progress has been
slow. It is encouraging that within a year, two
projects have moved to a position to host canal
camps this summer.

The BowBack Rivers in East London are the
last major remainder waterways in the South East.
Neglected and silted up, spurned by boaters and
most anglers,it was almost possible to walk on the
rubbish floating on the surface. 1 remember
various attempts by London Branch to promote
their use and restoration; the 1987 rally at Three
Mills, followed bya walk andcruise aroundthe
rivers in 1989. As usual the enthusiastic few
turned up withlittle support from the locals. This
all changed in 1990 when a local business
decided they did not like their office's outlook
onto a rubbishfilled waterw:ay and so promoted
a clearance project. This led tothe establishment
of the East London Rivers Initiative (ELRI), the
Lower Lea Project and the appointment of a
project officer by the London Borough of
Newham. The IWA, WRG and KESCRG have all
been involved with scrub, towpath and lock
clearance andresurfacing work. The culmination
of this will be a two-week canal camp this
Summer.(See elsewhere in this issue.) The long-
term aim is for the channel to be dredged, the
locks restored and ultimately the waterways
upgraded to cruisewaystatus.

Also within the same area,a related project is
the restoration of the tide-operated House Mill at
Three Mills. The whole areais of great industrial
archacological significance. A visit to the mill,
especially if project manager Brian Daubneyis
present, is not to be missed.

In West London the restoration of the side
ponds on the Hanwell lock flight is progressing.
Even I have been foundclearing them. BWare
sceptical of the boaters” abilityto use side ponds.
I am sure that with clear instructions even the
newest boater will soon master them. Water will
be saved and the padlocking ofthe flight at night
should be unnecessary.

A further camp is taking place in Chelmsford,
working on the Springfield Basin, lock andfeeder
channel. This privately-owned waterwayis run by
the CompanyofProprietors of the Chelmer and
Blackwater Navigation; apparently the second

oldest canal companyin the country. In 1985 the
local IWA branch published a report Springfield
and Beyond, with a vision ofa restored lock and
basin providing a focusfor part of Chelmsford. As
often happens there was little interest until in 1990
the report won an award and in 1991 the IWA
managed to persuade the canal companyto allow
volunteers to work on the navigation. This year
NRA were persuaded to dredge the basin and the
channel. If TWA branch enthusiasm was the only
requisite of canal restoration, it wouldbe finished
by now! The projectis being funded by a grant of
almost £2000 from the I'WA's National Waterways
Restoration and Development Fund and over
£1000raised this year bythe Branch's Barbicruise
sponsored walk. The work includes removal of a
metre ofsilt fromthe feeder channel, repairing
the lock walls and eventuallyre-gating the lock.
The branch aims to complete the work for a re-
opening at the nationaltrailboat rally next May. A
few weeks ago 1 visited this project whilst a
number Ofsenior managers from the Post Office
were working on site as part of their fund-raising
for the ITVTelethon. Before 1 knew what had
happened, I had been trained to drive a dumper
and was moving loads to the tipping area half a
mile away. They have threatened me with the
barrowhoist next time!

In 1976 the Thames and Medway Canal
Association was formed with the aim of
protecting andrestoring the canal in Kent. This is
perhaps the most difficult restoration project in
the Region as the railway currently uses the
original canal tunnel and another part of the canal
has been infilled with asbestos waste. On a
historical note, at one time the railway shared the
tunnel with the canal; a single-track railwayran on
the towpath, cantilevered out over the canal. The
basin at Gravesendisstill in use for coastal craft
moorings and reconnection ofthis to a stretch of
existing canalis possible. If waterwayrestoration
elsewhere in the country can move, amongst
other things, a motorway, a supermarket car park
anda railway embankment, then a prefabricated
building anda few hundred vardsofinfilled canal
through a mainly disusedindustrial area are
no real problem. There is an enthusiastic local
society, which has been supported financially by
both the local and other I'WA branches. Theyface
the usual problemof gaining the interest of the
local inhabitants, made more difficult because
much of the canal borders marsh areas which
are not heavily populated. However it is not
beyond hope and the society holds regular
working parties.

I hope that this article has shown vou that
there is restoration work in the region and
potential for much more. When these projects are
completed there is still the Cumberland Arm. the
Whitchouse Farm or Mundon Canal and the
Royal Military to keep us all busy well the
next century.

From the
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slori It is encouraging that within a \car, t\\o
projects have moved to a position to host c:rnal
camps this summer

The Bo*'Back Rivers in East London are thc
l:rst major remainder n''aterwans in the South Ea-st.

Neglected and silted up, spurned bv boaters and
most anglers, it n'as almost possible to walk on the
rubbish floatins on the surface. I remembcr
various atte mpti b1'London Branch to promote
thcir use and restoration; the 19Ul rallv at Thrcc
Ilills, fbllowed b1-a walk and cruise around the
rivers in 1989. As usual the enthusiastic fen'
turned up with linle support from the locals. l'his
:rll changecl in 1990 s'hen a local business
deciclecl the_v did not likc their office's outlook
onto a rubbish filled u'ate ru'av and so promoted
a clcarance oroiect. This led to the establishmcnt
r rl rhc Easr London Rirers Iniriativt (ELRI). tltc
Lox,'er Lea Project and the appointment of a
pro je ct officer br rhr' Lundon Borough uf
Nes,,'ham. The IWA. VRG and KESCRG have all
bcen involved with scrub. toq'path and lock
tleLrance and rcsurlatu.ts. riurk. Thc ( ulntinrti( 'nof this n'ill be a trl'olweek canal camp this
Summer. (See elsett'bere in tbis issue.)The long'
term aim is for the channel to be dredeed. the
lur ks rcstured rnd ultimatelv rhc s rtt rs:n.
upgraded to cruiseua,v status.

Also widrin the same area. a relateci project is
thc restoration of the tide-ope rated House N{ill at
Three Nlills. 'I'hc q'hole area is of sreat industrial
art hacological signitic.rnce. A viiit tu thc mill.
especiallv if projcct manaller Brian Daubnev is
prcsent. is not t,, be mis.cd

In w'est l.ondon the rcstoration of the side
ponds on the Hanwell lock flight is progressing.
Even I have been found clcarins thcm. BW arc
:cr'pticrlof Iht boatcr: :rhilitr to use side portds.
I arn sure that q,'ith clcar instructions even the
nen'est boater n ill soon master them. V'ate r u'ill
be saved and the padlocking of the flig;ht at night
shoulci bc unnecessar\'.

A further camp is taking place in Chclmsford.
n'orku-rg on tl-re Springfie ld Basin. lock and feedcr
channel. This privatelv or rned rl?tersav is run bv
thc Compan_v of Proprietors of the Chelme r and
Blackwater Navigation; apparentlv the second

oldest canal companf in tl'ic countrr.'. In 1985 the
bcal IWA branch publishccl a report 'SpringJ'ield
artd Belond'. with a vision of a restc>rcd lock and
basin providing a focus for part of Chclmsford. As
often l-nppens there was little urtercst until in 1990
the report won an award ancl in 1991 the IWA
managed to persuade the canal compafl'to allov!'
volunteers to sork on the navigation. This year
NR,{ \\.ere persuadecl to dreclgc the basin and the
channcl. If IWA brancl-t e nthusiasm \\".1s the onlv
requisitc of c'anal restoration, it n'ould bc fittished
bv nou'! The project is be ing funde d by a grant of
almost 52000 from the IWAs National Vaterq,'a,vs
Restoration and Development Fund and over
51000 raised this r-ear b.v the Branch's Barbicruise
sponsored nalk. The q,'ork includes remoral oia
metre of silt fiom the fceder channcl. repairing
the lock n'alls and ercntuallv re-gating the lock.
The branch aims to complete the $'ork for a re-
ope ning at the national trailboat rally next Man A
feq' q'eeks ago I visited this project q'hilst a

number ofseiior managers fiom the Post Offlcc
werc n'orking or-t site as part of thcir fund-raising
lcrr thc ITV Tblethon. Befirrc I kneq rrhat had
happcncrl. I h.Lrl htcn traittr'tj 1,, rlrtrt :t tlumpcr
and n'as moving loads to tl-re tipping arca half a

mile aq'ar: Thev har.c threatcned mc n'ith the
barron'hoist next tir.ne I

In 19-6 the l'h:rnres artd ]ledn'av Canal
^{\)uCiatiun \\:l\ l,,rlll( J s rtlt tltt lim , rI
protecting an.l rcstoring tl'tc canal irr Ker-rt. This is
pcrhapr (hc mrrst diffieLtlt re\t,,r:lti',rt l\r,)ic\l in
the Rcgion as the rails'av currentlv uses thc
orrgin'.r1 c:Ln';rl tunnel and anclthcr part of the canal
has been infilled with asbestos n-aste. On a

historical notc. at one time the rails av shared the
tunnel $.ith the c:mal: a single track rails'av ran on
the to*'path, crntilevered out ove r titc cenal. The
basin at Gravescnd is still in use fitr coasul craft
moorings and reconne ction of tftis to a stre tch of
cxistjngclnrl is po.siblc. lf qltctrat rc5t( 'ralion
elsew-here in the countr_v can move. amonllst
other things, a motorq'a\l a supcrmarkct car park
and a railn'av embankment. then a pretabricated
builcling :urd a fen' hundre cl rarcls of infrllecl canal
tl"rrough a mainlv clisusecl industrial rree arc
no real problem. There is en enthusiastic local
societrt *'hich has been supported financiallv bv
both the local ancl cxl-rer I.WA branches. Thev face
thc usttal prohlcnr ,,f gaininP, tllc intcrc.t ,''f thc
local inhabitants, made more difficult because
much of the canal borders marsh arcas q'hich
are not heavill' populated. Howe"-cr it is not
bel'ond hope and the societl' holds regular
working parties.

I hope that this article has shop'n rcu that
thcrc is restoration n'ork in thc region and
potential tbr much more. Vrhen these prOjects are
conrple ted therc is still the Cuntbe rlencl \rnr. the
V'fritchouse Farm or Mundot-t (.:ut:tl .irr.l rhe
Roval \liliurv to kecp us all busv scll utl,r rhe
next centur\r
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West London Waterway Walks

The

The canals of London provide a very
valuable recreational and commercial
resource that is greatly under-utilised at
present. On some stretches of canal other
than the Regent's Canal one can walk for miles
without seeing a single person, let alone an
active canal boat. In an attempt to remedy this
and encourage greater use of the waterway
path network, five West London Boroughs
have joined together with support from other
organisations, including the London Canals
Committee and British Waterways, to look at
the possibilities of developing walks and
recreational activities on the canal networks
of West London.

The Project area stretches from Worm-
wood Scrubs in the East to the Colne Valley in
the West, with the Thames as the Southern
boundary. It includes the rivers Thames,
Brent, Crane, Colne, Yeading Brook,
Longford River, Duke of Northumberland
River and the Grand Union Canal (Main Line
and Paddington Arm). It is intended that
compatible recreational activities will be
developed on each stretch of waterwayso
that different user-groups can use the
waterways without conflict.

6

At the official opening of the West London Waterway Walks Project lastyear.
authorof this article leadsthe invited guests down the towpathfrom Norwood Top lock.

The West London Waterway Walks project
was the brainchild of the Leisure Services of
the London Borough of Ealing, with the
support of four other London Boroughs:
Hounslow, Richmond, Hillingdon and Brent.
The Project has also received financial
support from the Countryside Commission,
London Canals Committee, Sports Council,
British Waterways, National Rivers Authority
and Thames Water Utilities. After initial
individual Borough-based investigations, it
was decided that the scheme required an
independent Project Officer to undertake
inter-Borough liaison, surveying and rights-
of-way improvements to further the aims of
the project which are:

—to create a footpath network and
improve the environment along the rivers
and canals of West London;

—to encourage walking, cycling and
fishing, including spaces for the disabled;

—to conserve the waterway wildlife and
landscape; and

—to encourage local people and
businesses to take part in waterway
improvements.

lllfest London Waterway Walks

ti.

At the official opening of tbe West London \l'ateruay lValks Project last year
Tbe autbor of this article leads tbe int,ited guests doun the toupath from Norwoocl Top lock

The canals of London provide a very
valuable recreational and commercial
resource that is greatlv under-utilised at
present. On some stretches of canal other
than the Regent's Canal one can walk for miles
without seeing a single person, let alone an
active canal boat. In an attempt to remedy this
and encourage greater use of the waterway
path network, five \West London Boroughs
have joined together with support from other
organisations, including the London Canals
Committee and British S?'aterwavs, to look at
the possibilities of developing walks and
recreational activities on the canal networks
of \West London.

The Project area stretches from 'Worm-

n'ood Scrubs in the East to the Colne Valle_v in
the \(/est. vn'ith the Thames as the Southern
boundarr'. It includes the rivers Thames,
Brent, Crane. Colne, Yeading Brook,
Longford River, Duke of Northumberland
River and the Grand Linion Canal (Main Line
and Paddington Arm). It is intended that
compatible recreational activitres q,'ill be
developed on each stretch of w-ateru..av scr

that diflcrent u\cr-gruups ( an u\e the
waters.avs without confl ict.

The \Y'est London W'aterway W'alks project
vu'as the brainchild of the Leisure Services of
thc London Borough of Ealing, with the
support of four other London Boroughs:
Hounslow Richmond, Hillingdon and Brent.
The Project has also received financial
support from the Countryside Commission,
London Canals Committee, Sports Council,
British Waterwal.s, National Rivers Authoritv
and Thames 'Water Utilities. After initial
individual Borough-based investigations, it
was decided that the scheme required an
independent Project Officer to undertake
inter-Borough liaison, surveying and rights-
of-way'improvements to further the aims of
the proiect rl'hich are:

to creatc a footpath network and
improve the environment along the rivers
and canals of 'West London;

to encourage walking. clcling and
fishing, including spaces for the disabled;

-to conserve the watern'a.v rvildlife and
landscape; and

to encourage local people and
businc.ses to take part in sr.rte r\r'ay
improveme nts,
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On the Metreau
News and Gossip of London's Waterways

POLLUTION ALERT!
What do you do when you come across a

seriously polluted section of waterway? This
question came to your Editor's attention when
a recent meeting of the Lower Lee Project got
onto the subject of of sewage pollution in the
River Lee and the Bow Back Rivers. Michael
Render (BW Managerfor the Lee and Stort) and
Craig Woolhouse (NRAs Forward Planning
Officer for the Lee) were both at the meeting and
had quite a bit to say. It was not clear whetherthe
pollution was caused by sub-standard outflow
from a sewage treatment works, or by builders
connecting toilets to the nearest available sewer
without checking whether it's a ‘foul sewer’ or
a surface drainage sewer that runs into the river.
In anycase, I gathered that parts of the Lee and
Back Rivers can get pretty unpleasant at times.

The National Rivers Authority has responsi-
bilityfor protecting the water environment and
powers to prosecute polluters. They need the
help of waterway users to alert them to bad
spots. The numbers to ring in NRA Thames
Region are:

Amersham (0494) 722361
Crossness 081-310 5500
Guildford (0483) 577655
Oxford (0865) 749400
Reading (0734) 311422

Waltham Cross (0992) 35566
or, outside office hours, Linkline 0800-252768.

200 CLUB NEWS
June winners
£60 no.246 Mr MJ Evans, Hertford
£30 no. 47 Mr IN M MacDonald, London W14
£15 no. 13 MrE A G Lewis, London N21
£15 no. 93 Mr B G Rutter, New Malden

CALLASPADE...?
London WRG needs more tools and catering

equipment. In particular they need to replenish
their stocks of mattocks, shovels and brick-
laying gear.Anyone whocan help please contact
Tim Lewis (phone number on page 3).

BOAT STANDARDS
Owners of boats licensed with BWshould

have received a letter (dated 9 July) from BW's
Commercial Administration Manager explaining
the current state of BW's thinking. BW have
revised their plans, partly in response to repre-
sentations made to them by user groups |
(including TWA) and partly in order to satisfy |

Euro-regulations. There will be uniform
standards for BW, NRA and the Broads Authority
and BWhave also scrapped their proposed time-
scale for making the standards compulsory and
propose training and licensing people other
than qualified surveyors to issue Certificates of
Compliance, which should, hopefully, cut down
at least part of the cost. This sounds asif it might
be an improvement, but let's wait and see howit
turns out before we put the flags out!.

END-OF-GARDEN MOORINGS
Readers will be aware that BW has been

attempting to charge boat-owners for mooring
to the endof gardens. From what we hear, if a
person carries out repair-work to their garden
which overhangs a river, they maybe charged an
annual fee by the NRA. We have also heard from
one ofour members that the NRA is considering
charging for mooring-bollards in the garden
itself. When will theystart charging for putting
plants in the garden?

‘THE WORKING THAMES”
The London River Association launched its

report ‘The Working Thames: An Agenda for
Action’ at a Press Conference held at Convoys
Wharf on the Thames at Deptford on 22 July.
The report contains 12 papers byleading experts
on the Thames, including David Hilling, a
member of IWA SE Region Inland Shipping
Committee. It makes the case for full
development of the Thames for transport use
and proposes an agenda to achieve this, in
particular identifying the need for co-ordinated
initiatives for the river. Although atfirst sight the
subject mayappear dry and academic, the report
is clearly presented and contains many
illustrations and photographs. Although it costs
£10, with a £5 concession for voluntary groups,
it is well worth a study by anybody concerned
with the future of the Thames.

CARBUNCLES AND WHOOPEE CUSHIONS
The Branch was recentlyinvited to a meeting

of the London Forum of AmenitySocieties, of
which the Branch Committee has subsequently
decided that we should become an associate
member. The meeting was about the manage-
ment of London's waterways, but a later
discussion centred on the quality of new
buildings and the merits of annual awards for the
best newbuildings. There was more support for
the idea of an award for the worst building,
dubbed by one wayas the ‘Golden Carbuncle!
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POLLUTION ALERT!
\X/hat do you do nhen vou come across a

seriously polluted section of waterwa.v? This
question came to your Editor's attention when
a recent meeting of the Lower Lee Proiect got
onto the subject of of sewage pollution in the
River Lee and the Bon' Back Rivers. Michael
Render (BV Manager for the Lee and Stort) and
Craig lVoolhouse (NRAs Forward Planning
Officer for the Lee) were both at the meeting and
had quite a bit to sa_v It was not clear whether the
pollution was caused b,v sub standard outflow
from a sewage treatment works, or by builders
connecting toilets to the nearest available sewer
without checking whether it's a 'foul sewer' or
a surface drainage sewer that runs into the river.
In any case, I gathered that parts of the Lee and
Back Rivers can get prett,v unpleasant at times.

The National Rivers Authoritv has responsi-
bility for protecting the vmter environment and
pov/ers to prosecute polluters. They need the
help of waterway users to alert them to bad
spots. The numbers to ring in NP-{ Thames
Region are:
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Crossness 081-310 i500
Guildford (0,18 3) 57i (t5 5
oxford (0865) 74910o
Reading(O7i4'1J11122

'Waltham 
Cross (0992) 35566

trq oursidc office hours. Linkljne o80{r-252-68.

2OO CLUB NEWS

June winners
560 no.246 Mr MJ Evans, Hertford
530 no. 47 Mr I N M MacDonald, London W14
515 no. 13 MrEAGLewis,Londonl'tr21
$,15 no. 93 Mr B G Rutter, Nen' Malden

CALLASPADE...?
London WRG needs more tools and catering

equipment. In particular the,v need to replenish
their stocks of mattocks. shovels and brick-
laving gear. Anvone q,'ho can help please contact
Tim Lewis (phone number on page 3).

BOAT STANDARDS
Ovu'ners of boats licensed with BW should

have received a le tte r (dated 9 Jul1') from B\& 's
Commercial Administration Manager explaining
the current state of BW's thinkins. B\V have
retised their plans. partlv in response to rcpre
sentations made to them bv user groups
(including IrXA) and pertl)' in order to satisfl'

Euro-regulations. There witl be uniform
standards for BW, NP-A. and the Broads Authority
and BW have also scrapped their proposed time-
scale for making the sBndards compulsorv and
propose training and licensing people other
than qualified surveyors to issue Certificates of
Compliance, which should, hopefully cut down
at least part of the cost. This sounds as if it might
be an imorovement. but let's wait and see hoq' it
turns oui before we put the flags out!.

END.OF-GARDEN MOORINGS
Readers q''ill be aware that BW has been

attempting to charge boat-owners for mooring
to the en4 of garde ns, From what we hex, if a
person iairies out repair-work to their garden
which overhangs a riveq they ma,v be charge d an
annr,ral fee by the NRA. Ve have also heard from
one of our members that the NRA is considering
charging for mooring-bollards in the garden
itself. Vhen will they surt charging for putting
plants in the garden?

,THE WORKING THAMES'
The London River Association launched its

reporr 'The Working Tbames: An Agenclafor
Action'at a Press Conference held at Convoys
Vharf on the Thames at Deptford on 22 July.
The report contains 12 papers bv leadingexperts
on the Thames, including David Hilling, a

member of IVA SE Region Inland Shipping
Committee. It makes the case for full
development of the Thames for transport use
and proposes an agenda to achieve this, in
particular identifying the need for co-ordinated
initiatives for the river. Although at first sight the
subject may appear dr_v and academic, the report
is clearly presented and contains many
illustrations ancl photographs. Although it costs
510, q,'ith a 55 concession for voluntar.v groups,
it is well worth a studv by anybody concerned
u'ith the future of the Thames,

CARBUNCLES AND WHOOPEE CUSHIONS
The Branch was recently invited to a meeting

of the London Forum of Amenitv Societies, of
q'hich the Branch Committee has subsequentlv
decided that we should become an associate
member. The meeting was about the manage-
ment of London's waterways, but a later
discussion centred on the qualit_v of new
buildines and thc merits of annual aqards for the
best nen.buildings. There n'as morc support for
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Tideway Cruise and Brentford Rally

The viewfrom the editorial battle-wagon as we pass Battersea power station.
The tug Silverlit is alongside and nb Anker no.5 ahead.

Photo: Mike Stevens.

The weekends of 4/5 and 11/12 July both
saw Branch activities. Our Brentford Rally had
long been planned for the second ofthese,
and the Branch Committee decided to take
the opportunity to organise a London Ring
Cruise the previous weekend. Then, when
we realised howlate the last Excalibur was,
we cancelled it. Even though Excalibur only
reached members a few days before the cruise,
there were some expressions of interest, so
we un-cancelled it again! Our apologies for
the confusion caused. What followsis very
much mypersonal log of the two weekends.

Friday 3 July
Up to Felis Catus IT at Cowley Peachey, to

welcome our guests for the weekend.
Saturday4 July

0715: Set off.
1002: Moored at Sainsbury's at Alperton,

for shopping, breakfast and to pick up one of
the guests who'd been doing a car-shuffle.

1137: Off again
1410: At Hampstead Road lock, crossed |

with old friends on Auntie Barb, also heading
to Brentford but in the opposite direction.

1515: Waited before Islington tunnel for
unidentifiable boat movementin the tunnel.
Then a coveyofpolice arrived, responding to
a report of a person in the tunnel. We took
two of them through the tunnel to check.
Nothingthere, but at the other end we discov-
ered that David and Elizabeth Wood on Anker
по. 5 had found a body. After a short while we
were off again, now locking with Anker no. 5.
Passed through an event at City Road with the
Branch Stand very much in evidence.

1654: Moored byVictoria Park with Anker
no. 5 and Maid ofMorven. Anker went for a
run down Duckett's and came back overnight.

Sunday5 July
Unpromising weather forecast led us to

| work out alternative plans if conditions on the
tideway weren't what we wanted. All on FCI]
a bit apprehensive aboutthe tideway as none
of us had done it before.

1015: Set off after breakfast, once again
locking with Anker. Several locks only have
one top paddle in use.

1206: Arrived at Limehouse lock. The
threatened wind hadn't arrived, although
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Tbe uieufrom tbe editorial battle-uagon as ue pass Battersea pouer station
Tbe tugSilverl\t is alongside and nb Lnker no.5 abeatl.

Photo: NIike Srevens.

The weekends of 415 and llll2 July both
saw Branch activities. Our Brentford Rally had
long been planned for the second of these,
and the Branch Committee decided to uke
the opportunity to organise a London Ring
Cruise the previous weekend. Then, when
we realised how late the last Excalibur was,
we cancelled it. Even though Excalibur only
reached members a few days before the cruise,
there were some expressions of interest, so
we un-cancelled it again! Our apologies for
the confusion caused. What follows is very
much my personal log of the two weekends.

Friday 3 July
Up to Felis Catus II ar Cowley Peachey, to

welcome our guests for the weekend.

Saturdav 4 July
0715: Set off.
1002: Moored at Sainsbury's at Alperton,

for shopping, breakfast and to pick up one of
the guests who'd been doing a car-shuffle.

\137: Off again
1,110: At Hampstead Road lock, crossed

with old friends on Auntie Barb, also heading
to Brentford but in the opposite direction.

1515: 'Waited before Islington tunnel for
unidentifiable boat movement in the tunnel,
Then a covey ofpolice arrived, responding to
a report of 'a person in the tunnell \7e took
two of them through the tunnel to check.
Nothing there, but at the other end we discov-
ered that David and Elizabeth Wood on Anker
no. 5 had found a body. After a short while we
were off again, now locking wirh Anker no. 5.
Passed through an event at Citv Road with the
Branch Stand very much in evidence.

1654: Moored b-v Victoria ParkwithAnker
no.5 and Maid of Moruen. Anker went for a

run down Duckett's and came back overnight,

Sunday 5 July
Unpromising weather forecast led us to

work out alternative plans if conditions on the
tideway weren't what vu'e wanted. All on FC11

a bit apprehensive about the tideway as non€
ofus had done it before.

1015: Set off after breakfast, once agatn
locking with Anker Several locks only have
one top paddle in use,

120(r: Arrived at Limehouse lock. The
threatened wind hadn't arrir.'ed, although
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London's First Restoration Work-Camp
Excalibur's regular readers will have seen

lots of advance mentions of London's first-ever
waterway restoration work-camp. This is due
to take place on the BowBack Rivers, starting
just about as I write this article. David Allison-
Beer's article on page 4 gives vou some of the
background.

The dig has been organised by the Kent and
East Sussex Canal Restoration Group (KESCRG) in
conjunction with the East London Rivers
Initiative (ELRI). A few days before the camp was
due to start, I was told that the number of
volunteers expected varied through the two
weeks of the camp, from 13 up to 40, although the
arrival of extra volunteers was not ruled out. As
well as KESCRG volunteers (one of whom was
expected from Paris), people were expected from
the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme
(including 13 from Barbados) and 25 from the
National Agricultural College.

The work to be done includes cleaning out and
preparing the two locks for future full restoration.
City Mill Lock divides the fully- and semi-tidal
sections of the Back Rivers and has three sets of
gates to cover various possible states of levels

either side. These gates are in a terminal state
of collapse (see picture below) and will be
removed during the work-camp readyfor later
replacement. Carpenters Road lock is also an
interesting one with radial gates at both ends
(reminiscent of some bottom gates on the River
Nene). It was also hoped that the work-camp
would build a ramp for disabled access to the
towpath of the City Mill River, but I hear thatthis
maynot be possible since not all the necessary
permissions have come through.

The dredger is coming back, and is due to go
into the water at Gam on Monday27Julyin order
to use the tide to be in place for HRH Prince
Edward to see it in action an City Mill Lock later
the same day.

Bythe time you read this, the work-camp
will be over. 1 hope to have some photosfor
a future edition of Excalibur. But that wont
mean the Back Rivers restoration will have
been completed: there's- lots more yet to be
done, and weekend working-parties are
expectedto be needed for some time to come.
Anybody interested should contact Marion
Waters (Telphone number on page3).

Lock-gates at City Mill Lock in an advancedstage ofdecaylast April. During the work-camp
these will be removed readyfor the installation of new gates at somefuture date.

Photo: Mike Stevens.
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Tuesday 6th 8pm

Thursday 8th 8pm

Tuesday 13th 8pm

Thursday15th 7 for 7.30pm

Tuesday20th 8pm

Wednesday 21st 8pm

Weekend 24th/25th

Tuesday27th 7.30 for 8pm

NOVEMBER
Sunday1st 2.30pm

Weekend 7th/8th

Weekend 7th/8th

Tuesday 10th 8pm

Thursday 12th 8pm

Weekend 14th/15th

Tuesday 17th 8pm

IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWA CHELMSFORD
BRANCH

IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWA HERTS BRANCH

IWA LONDON BRANCH

LONDON WRG

IWA KENT and EAST
SUSSEX BRANCH

IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWA LONDON BRANCH

KESCRG

IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWA CHELMSFORD
BRANCH

LONDON WRG

IWA LONDON BRANCH

N.E. LONDON SOCIAL MEETING at Barking
Central Library. SPEAKER: Bob Aspinall: Тре
Museum of London in Docklands (subject to
confirmation).
Contact, Sue Blake (081-882 8471)
AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford.
SPEAKER, Tim Woodbridge: ‘The Ovaltine
Boat! Contact, Mrs Molly Beard (0702-554492)
UXBRIDGE SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon
Canal Cruising Club, Waterloo Road, Uxbridge.
SPEAKER, Michael Shearsby, MP.
Contact, Mike Stimpson (0923-770425)
CENTRAL SOCIAL MEETING at Abbey
Community Centre, 34 Great Smith Street,
SW1P 3BU. SPEAKER,AlanJervis: ‘Montgomery
Canal restoration’.
Contact, Tim Lewis (081-530 7926)
Hatfield Cricket Club, Welwyn Garden City.
SPEAKER, Mr C R Penny: ‘The Hereford and
Gloucester Canal.
Contact, Greta Wright (0727-860137)
CROYDON SOCIAL MEETING at ‘The Railway
Bell, North End, Croydon (almost opposite
West Croydon BR and bus stations)
SPEAKER:Eric Garland: ‘The Croydon Canal’
Contact, Mike Stevens (081-674 9387)
Dig on the Wilts and Berks Canal.
Contact, Kevin Saint (081-521 6399)
The Fountain Inn, Barming, Maidstone.
SPEAKER, David Laing: ‘The Irish Waterways’
Contact, Angela Madle (0634-722661)

Guided walk (about 2 hours) along the Regent's
Canal from Camden to Paddington. (At Meet at
Camden Town tubestation) Contact, Dr Michael
Essex-Lopresti (081-882 1337)
OUTING TO YORKSHIRE
Contact, Tim Lewis (081-530 7926)
Working Party on the Weyand Arun Canal.
Contact, Ken Parish (0622-858329)
UXBRIDGE SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon
Canal Cruising Club, Waterloo Road, Uxbridge).
SPEAKER, Colin Eastman: ‘The Rickmansworth
Waterways Trust.
Contact, Mike Stimpson (0923-770425)
AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford.
SPEAKER, Jim Norfolk: ‘Oliver Twist goes to
London’ and otherfilms.
Contact, Mrs Molly Beard (0702-554492)
Dig on the Wey and Arun Canal.
Contact, Lesley McFadyen (081-693 3260)
S.E. LONDON SOCIAL MEETING. Details to be
arranged. Contact, Eric Garland (0322-34229)

Tuesday 20th 8pm

'Wednesdav 21st 8pm

\Veekend 24thl25th

Ti.resda_v 27th 730 for 8pm

I'WA HERTS BRANCH

IN(/A LONDON BRANCH

LONDONWRG

M KENT and EAST
SUSSEX BR-A.NCH

TLesday 6th 8pm IrrrA LONDON BRANCH N.E. LONDON SOCIAL I4EETING at Barking
Central Librarv SPEAKER: Bob Aspinall: Tbe

,lluseum of Lontlort in Docklands (sublect to
confirmation).
Contact, Sue Blake (081-882 8411)

Thursday 8th 8pm I\YA CHELMSFORD AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford.
BRANCH SPEAKER, Tim Woodbridge: 'Tbe Ot,altine

Boat'. Cont2.ct, Mrs Mollv Beard(A702-554492)
Tiresdav 13th 8pm INfA LONDON BRANCH UXBRIDGE SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon

Canal Cruising Club, Waterloo Road, Uxbridge.
SPEAKER. Michael Shearsbr.'. MP
Contact, Mike Stimpson (O92 3 --'012\ )

Thursday 15th 7 for 7.30pm IWA LONDON BRANCH CENTRAL SOCIAL MEETING at Abbev
Communitv Centre, 34 Great Smith Street,
S\(/1P lBU. SPEAKER, AlarJervts:'Montgomery
Canal restoration'.
Conuct, Tim Lewis (081 51O1926)
Hatfield Cricket Club, lWelwyn Garden City.
SPELKER, Mr C R Penn,v: 'Tbe Hereforcl and
Gloucester Canal'.
Conract, Greta \X/right (0727'850137)
CROYDON SOCIAL MEETING at 'The Railwav
Belll North End, Crovdon (almost opposite
Vest Crol'don BR and bus stations)
SPEAKER: Eric Garland: 'The Croydon Canal'.
Conuct, Mike Stevens (081-674 9187)
Dig on the \lTilts and Berks Canal.
Contact, Kevin Saint (081-521 6199)
The Founuin Inn, Barming, Maidstone.
SPEAKER, David Laing: 'Tbe lrisb W'ateruals'
Contact, Angela Madle (063 4-722661)

Guided walk (about 2 hours) along the Regent's

Canal from Camden to Paddington. (At Meet at

Camden Town tube station) Contact, Dr Michael
Essex-Lopresti (081 882 1337)

OUTING TO YORKSHIRE
Confact, Tim Lewis (081-51O t926','
\Torking Party on the \vr'ey and Arun Canal.
Contact, Ken Parish (0622-858J29)
UXBRIDGE SOCIAL MEETING at Hillingdon
Canal Cruising Club. Vaterloo Road, Uxbridge).
SPEAKER, Colin Eastm:rn: 'Tbe Rickmdnsuortb
Wateruays Tiust'.
Contact, Mike Stimpson (0923 -77 O 12 5)

AEU House, Primrose Hill, Chelmsford.
SPEAKER, Jim Norfolk: 'Olit:er Tfuist goes to
Lo n clon' and other films.
Contact, Mrs Moll,v Beard (Ol02-551192)
Dig on the Wev and Arun Canal.
Conact, Leslev McFad-ven (081-693 3266)
S.E. LONDON SOCIAL MEETING. Details to be
arranged. Contact, Eric Garland (03 22 - a 1 221))

NOVEMBER
Sunday lst 2.30pm

'weekend 7th/8th

'Weekend 7th/8th

Tuesday 10th 8pm

Thursdav 12th 8pm

Veekend 14rhn5th

TLesday 17th 8pm

IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWALONDONBRANCH

KESCRG

IWA LONDON BRANCH

I\7A CHELMSFORD
BRANCH

LONDON'WRG

I'WA LONDON BRANCH
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Late News ...

AREA SOCIALS
LATEST PLANS

Since the Waterways Events pages went to
press, the following have been arranged :

N.E.LONDON SOCIAL MEETING, 6 OCTOBER
Bob Aspinall is confirmed as the speaker.

S.E. LONDON NOVEMBER SOCIAL MEETING
The date has been changed to Friday 20
November at 8.00 pm and the venue will be
the Royal Tavern, Mottingham. This is on
the corner of Court Road and Sidcup Road,
very close to Mottingham BR Station. The
speaker is to be arranged : at the time of
writing it is hoped that it might be Ron
Martin on the subject of Trail-Boat Rallies.
For further details contact Dorothy Robbie
(081-857 6367).

CONDOLENCES to Branch
Chairman Eric Garland on the recent death
of his father.

N. CIRCULAR AQUEDUCT
Excalibur readers will be aware of the long-
running story of the plans to rebuild the
aqueduct over the North Circular Road in
order to widen the road. The latest
development is that the contractors have
asked for an additional stoppage, of up to
six weeks' duration, before Christmas this
year. At the time of writing, IWA
representatives are negotiating with them.

ANOTHER ROYAL VISIT
The Princess Royal is to pay another visit
to the London Canals Museum on 3 November
for the opening of an art exhibition on
canal themes. This will consist of work of
art — in any medium - on subjects
associated with the canals, including work
by school children. The Museum is inviting
submission of any work of art, including
paintings and drawings, models, embroidery
and work in other media on a canal-related
topic. For details contact Nigel Sadler,
Curator, London Canals Museum, 12/13 New
Wharf Road, Kings Cross, N1 9RT. The
Princess Royal's visit will be the fourth
Royal visit to London's Canals this year.
The first was her previous visit to open the
Museum in March. This was followed by the
Duke of Gloucester's visit to Canalway
Cavalcade in May and most recently by
Prince Edward's visit to the Bow Back Rivers
Work Camp in July, in conjunction with the
launch of the Lower Lee Project.

—

ANY GOOD BOOKS?
Still on the subject of the London Canals
Museum, Curator Nigel Sadler tells me that
he would like to build up a collection there
of historical and other factual books about
the canals. Anyone who has anything they
might wish to donate should contact Nigel at
the address in the previous item ('phone
071-713 0836).

SLOUGH ARM DAY,
SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER

Volunteers are needed to help with many
aspects of this event (including running the
Branch Sales Stand). Anyone willing and
able to' Help is invited to contact Rosie
Limming on Uxbridge (0895) 252011.

BW DRAFT CUSTOMERS"
CHARTER

BW have opened a consultation exercise on a
draft of their Customers' Charter. IWA
comments at local and national level are in
course of preparation (we hope to tell you
more of these in our next issue), but there
is no reason why individuals should not
participate by sending for a copy of the
draft (from BW's new HQ at Willow Grange,
Church Road, Watford, Herts, WD2 4JR, 'phone
Watford (0923) 226422) and sending their
comments to the same address. BW's
deadline for responses is 30 September, so if
you're reading this soon after our
publication date in early September, you've
still got time.

CONGRATULATIONS to our
neighbouring IWA Branch in Chelmsford and
to John Gale, Editor of its newsletter for
winning Category A of the Canal & Riverboat
Tom Rolt Awards. Category A is for
magazines of IWA Branches and Regions. You
may have beaten us this year, John, but
look to your laurels for the future.

CONGRATULATIONS also to
Dave Dent, known to many Branch members
for his work as Pageant Master at Canalway
Cavalcade for the last two years, on his
appointment as IWA's National Awards
Officer. Always ahead of the news, this
issue of Excalibur has the new Awards
Officer's photo on page 11.

|
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Late News ...

A.REA SOCTAI-S
I-AA-ESA- PI,ATVS

Since the Waterways Evenfs pages went to
press, the follouing have been arranged :

N,E.LONDON SOCIAL uEETING, 6 OCTOBER
Bob Aspinall is confirmed as the speaker.

S.E. LONDON NOVEuBER SOCIAL UEETING
The date has been changed to Friday 20
November at 8.00 pm and the venue will be
the Royal Tavern, Mottingham. This is on
the corner of Court Road and Sidcup Road,
very close to Mottingham BR Station. The
speaker is to be arranged : at the time of
writing it is hoped that it might be Ron
Martln on the subject ot Trail-Boat Rallies.
For further details contact Dorothy Robbie
(081-857 6367).

CQ-IV-D OZ-EIVCES to Branch
Chairman Eric Garland on the recent death
of his father.

tv - clFtc t_ry.A Et A Qt I,ED EJCT.
Excalibur readers will be aware of the lons-
running story of the plans to rebuild the
aqueduct over the North Circular Road in
order to widen the road. The latest
deveLopment is that the contractors have
asked for an additional stoppage, of up to
six weeks'duration, before Christmas thls
year. At the time of writing, IWA
representatives are negDtiating with them.

A.)VO7-HEE| .rtOYAZ- r.rsra-
The Princess Royal is to pay another visit
to the London Canals Museum on 3 November
for the opening of an art exhibition on
canal themes. This wiu consist of work of
art - in any medium - on subjects
associated with the canals, including work
by school children. The Museum is inviting
submission of any work of art, including
paintingE and drawingB, models, embroidery
and work in other media on a canal-related
topic. For details contact Nigel Sadler,
Curator, London Canals Museum. 12l1.3 New
Whsrf Road, Kings Cross, N1 gRT. The
Princess Royal's visit will be the fourth
Royal visit to London's Canals this year.
The first was her previous visit to open the
Museun in March, This was followed by the
Duke of cloucester's visit to Canalway
Cavalcade in May and most recently by
Prince Edward's visit to the Bow Back Rivers
Work Camp in July, in conjunction with the
launch of the Lower Lee Project.

A.TVY G<>O.D E'OOI<S?
StiU on the subject of the London Canals
Museum, Curator Nigel Sadler tells me that
he would like to build up a collection there
of historical and other factual books about
the canals. Anyone who has anything they
might wish to donate should contact Nigel at
the address in the previous item ('phone
071-713 0836).

sLoucH A.duw -DAY.
sulw,DAY _7. 3,SEPa-EIW-BE"FE

Volunteers are needed to help with many
aspects of this event (including running the
Branch Sales Stand). Anyone wiliing and
able to'delp is invited to contact Rosie
Limming on Uxbridge (0895) 252011.
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BW have opened a consultation exercise on a
draft of their Customers' Charter. IWA
comments at local and national level are in
course of preparation (we hope to tell you
more of these in our next issue). but there
is no reason why individuals should not
participate by sending for a copy of the
draft (from BW's new HQ at Willow crange,
church Road, watford, Herts, wD2 4JR, 'phone
Watford (0923) 226422) and sending their
comments to the same address. BW's
deadline for responses is 30 September, so if
you're reading this soon after our
publication date in early September, you've
still got tine.

e O lV G.Ft-a, Z' ttl A 1-t@^ts to our
nelghbouring IWA Branch in chelmsford and
to John Gale, Editor of its newsletter for
winning Category A of the Canal & Riverboat
Tom Rolt Avards. Category A is for
magazines of IwA Branches and Regions. You
may have beaten us this year, John, but
look to your laurels for the future.

eONG,Ft-Aa'ttLA ?-IOil,S also to
Dave Dent, known to many Branch members
for his work as Pageant Master at Canalway
Cavalcade for the last two years, on his
appointment as IWA'6 National Awards
officer. Always ahead of the news, this
iseue of Excalibur has the new Awards
Officer's photo on page 11.
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